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Introduction 


‘Abdul Qadir °al-Husayni was one of the earliest Mujahidin in the Palestinian Jihad. He and Hasan 
Salamah commanded Jaysh °al-Jihad ’al-Muqaddas during the 1936-1939 Arab revolt and 1948 Nakbah. 


Early Life & Education 


‘Abdul Qadir belonged to the important ’al-Husayni family (descendants of ’al-Husayn ) of ’al-Quds. 
He was born in Constantinople (now Istanbul). 


He lost his mother, Zakiyyah, a year and a half after his birth. Subsequently, his grandmother took 
care of him, his three sisters and four brothers. 


His father, Musa °al-Husayni, held various senior positions in the Ottoman Empire, working 
in Yemen, ‘Iraq, Najd, Constantinople and Palestine, earning him the Ottoman title, Pasha. He was 
mayor of ?al-Quds from 1918 until the British authorities dismissed him in 1920. He then headed the 
Executive Committee of the Palestine Arab Congress from 1922 until 1934. Musa took an early lead in 
calling upon the Palestinians to protest, demonstrate and show their discontent and anger against 
the Balfour Declaration, by which the British handed over Palestine to the Jews. He participated in 
many demonstrations. Ultimately British troops beat him so severely during a demonstration in Yafa 
on 27 October 1933, that he remained bedridden until he died in March 1934. 


‘Abdul Qadir completed his secondary education in ’al-Quds with distinction. He started studies at 
the College of Arts and Sciences at the American University of Beirut, but did not finish his studies 
there. Instead he enrolled in the Science faculty of the American University in Cairo, during which 
time he organised the Congress of Educated Muslims.. At his graduation ceremony in 1932 he stood 
up and accused the university of being a tool of imperialism and was promptly expelled from Egypt. 


First Formation of Jaysh al-Jihad >al-Mugaddas 


In early 1933 he returned to ’al-Quds to work as an official in the Land Settlement Office of the British 
Mandate government. A member of the Palestine Arab Party, he served as its secretary-general and 
became editor-in-chief of the party's paper ’al-Liwa@ and other newspapers, including Al-Jami'a Al- 
Islamiyya. 


Two years later he resigned his official post, and together with other Palestinian youth began to 
prepare for an armed revolt. 


While in’al-Quds, ’al-Husayni joined others in founding the organisation, ’al-Jihad ’al-Mugaddas. When 
the Syrian freedom fighter Muhmmad ’ash-Shihabi (1889-1936), also known as Sa‘id ’al-‘As arrived in 
Palestine with a group of his followers, ‘Abdul Qadir fought alongside him in several battles. In the 
Battle of ?al-Khadir Sa‘id was martyred and ‘Abdul Qadir wounded. Thus in early October 1936, the 
British army managed to arrest ‘Abdul Qadir. He was put in chains and taken to the Jerusalem Military 
Hospital but was able to escape to Damascus where he continued his medical treatment. 


He returned secretly to Palestine in 1938 to continue the fight. That October he was severely wounded 
in a major battle between the Palestinians and the British forces in the region between Bethlehem 
and Hebron. and was secretly taken to a hospital in Hebron for treatment. 


Anti-British Coup & Training in Germany 


With the British in constant pursuit, he had to move to Lebanon in 1939. Thereafter he went to ‘Iraq 
where he joined a special training session for reserve officers in Baghdad, graduating as an officer six 
months later. He then taught mathematics at the Military Academy (ar-Rashid Camp) and at the 
Tafayyud Intermediate School in Baghdad. 


In April 1941, the ‘Iraqi Prime Minister, Rashid ‘Alial-Kaylani revolted against the British. ‘Abdul 
Qadir joined the revolt. Following the collapse of the revolt in July of that year, he was arrested and 
exiled to the town of Zakht on the frontier with Turkey. 


King ‘Abdul ‘Aziz bin Sa‘tid invited him to Arabia because of the friendship between the king and 
‘Abdul Qadir’s father. He remained for two years as the king’s guest during which period he travelled 
secretly to Germany. He spent six weeks in a German military institution learning how to manufacture 
and use of explosives and mines. 


Egypt 


In early 1946, ‘Abul Qadir and his family moved to Cairo. The Egyptian government was determined 
to expel him. However, it relented when the Egyptian people pressured it not to. 


In Egypt, he arranged to buy weapons left over from WW2 in the western desert. He had them 
smuggled into the southern Palestine by way of ?al-‘Arish and to northern Palestine by way of the 
Lebanese port of Sidon. 


Re-formation of Jaysh ’al-Jihad °al-Muqaddas 


In December 1947 he secretly returned to Palestine. When the Arab Higher Committee announced 
Jihad following the UN Partition Resolution, ‘Abdul Qadir formed the Jaysh ’al-Jihad ’al-Muqaddas again 
and was chosen to command it. Under his command it achieved several significant victories against 
the Zionists in °al-Quds, nearby settlements and in lines of communications leading to them. The 
explosives unit in these forces carried out several major operations, the most notable of which was 
the blowing up of the Jewish Agency building in °al-Quds, the hub of Zionist activity in the city. 


At the end of March 1948, ‘Abdul Qadir travelled to Damascus to contact the Military Committee of 
the Arab League, which oversaw the fighting in Palestine. He wanted them to supply him with arms 
equal to what the Zionists possessed to defend ’al-Quds. While in Damascus he heard the news that 
the Haganah Zionist forces had launched a major attack against ?al-Quds and had captured the village 
of °al-Qastal, a highly strategic position overlooking the main road between ’al-Quds and Yafa. 


The Military Committee did not agree to ‘Abdul Qadir’s request. So he returned from Damascus deeply 
disappointed, and went directly to al-Qastal to lead a desperate counter-attack to recover the village. 


Left: °al-Qastal before the Zionists demolished the village, Right: modern ruins. 


Treason of the Arab League 


Early in 1948, before the British withdrawal, the Arab League had dispatched a 4000-man volunteer 
force called the Arab Liberation Army (ALA) to supposedly protect the Palestinians from the Haganah 
attacks. A Syrian, Fawzi ’al-Qawuqji, commanded the ALA. ?al-Mufti ‘Amin °al-Husayni opposed his 
appointment, accusing him of being an agent for the British and King ‘Abdullah I of Jordan. The king 
was in favour of handing part of Palestine to the Jews in exchange for him getting the rest. 


Fawzi's true colours were shown when he refused to support ‘Abdul Qadir at ?al-Qastal. The historian 
Avi Shlaim wrote that a tacit understanding was reached between Fawzi and the Haganah intelligence 
officer, Josh Palmon. The ALA would refrain from supporting the Palestinian fighters if the Jewish 
military decided to go on the offensive in °al-Quds front. The meeting between the two ostensible 
enemies took place in Fawzi’s headquarters in Nur-Shams on April 1st, 1948. Fawzi kept his promise 
to Palmon when the Haganah launched its offensive campaign against Jaysh ’al-Jihad ?al-Muqaddas 
on April 4, 1948. The ALA did not interfere to help the Mujahidiin to defend the strategic road. When 
the Mujahidiin ran out of ammunition, Fawzi refused to help. 


Martyrdom 


‘Abdul Qadir was killed while scouting an area of Qastal Hill shrouded by fog, in the early hours of 8 
April 1948. His forces later captured the village from the Haganah, but the Zionist Palmach forces 
soon retook it. Most of the houses were blown up and the hill became a command post. ‘Abdul Qadir’s 
demise was part of the reason that the Mujahidin lost morale. 


In a eulogy, the Arab Higher Committee referred to him as “a great and heroic commander who has 
gallantly led the battles of jihad in defence of Palestine ever since the year 1936.” Newspapers 
throughout the Arab world eulogised him while the Jewish public rejoiced at his death. Massive 
crowds attended his funeral at ?al-Masjid °al-’Aqsa. He was buried in the Khatiiniyyah, which is on the 
western side of ?al-Masjid ?al-Aqsa. 


‘Abdul Qadir °al-Husayni, Allah’s mercy be upon him, was amongst the most prominent Palestinian 
field commanders in guerrilla war, the most experienced, and the most effective during the Zionist 
encroachment and occupation of Palestine. He won the absolute love of his fellow Mujahidin for his 
decency, high-mindedness, courage, and honesty. 


May Allah forgive him, elevate his status and grant relief to the Muslims of Ghazzah, Palestine and 
throughout the world. 
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